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Ujaama's full statement 
10:00 pm PDT, Tuesday, August 27, 2002 


Statement by James Ujaama, August 27, 2002: 


Alexandria Adult Detention Center 
2001 Mill Road 
Alexandria, VA 22314 


If | have broken any laws and am guilty of crimes against the American 
people, then | must be held accountable. The fact is that | am innocent of 
any wrongdoing and am fully prepared to face my accusers and defend 
myself in a court of law. But the government has not allowed me to do that 
and instead tried and convicted me in the press. Should it be the policy of 
this government to convict innocent people before any hearing or before 
any trial? If so, then we are betraying the constitution that we claim to hold 
dear. 


My life has already been badly ruined by the false allegations in the media. | 
believe that any charges forthcoming will allow me to show publicly what | 
have maintained all along -- the government is conducting a witch-hunt. 


Furthermore, | never had a problem cooperating fully with any investigation 
into the atrocities of September 11. | only ask that | be afforded simple 
constitutional rights. However, the FBI and Department of Justice have only 
sought to blackmail me. They have "leaked" false information to the media - 
- much of which is later proven inaccurate -- resulting in news stories that 
destroy my reputation and endanger my future. 


| ask that the press investigate these leaks more judiciously before they 
simply repeat unfair and untrue accusations, without any investigation into 
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their veracity. 


| was arrested under false pretenses and placed in jail as a criminal yet | 
have not been charged with any crime. |, who am accused of nothing, am 
chained by my ankles and my waist. | was initially denied medicine for my 
stomach ailments and continue to suffer from serious stomach pain. My 
constitutional rights, my civil liberties and my future have been grossly 
violated in a bid to seek political gain, not justice or truth. 


It is a frightening specter that America is embracing the kinds of practices 
reminiscent of dictatorship not democracy. For me to be held indefinitely 
without charge removed from my family, my children and my work is 
unconscionable. Far too many innocent people are being swept up in an 
immoral dragnet under the guise of security. Far too many lives are being 
shattered and perhaps most importantly this sweeping denial of basic civil 
and human rights are threatening the constitution. 


| repeat that | am innocent, | have not been charged with any crime and | 
have expressed my willingness to cooperate. My passport has been taken, | 
am ona "no fly" list meaning | cannot travel. | do not understand why | am 
still being imprisoned? 


|am a patriot of freedom and justice, inherent in that patriotism is the right 
to dissent, the right to free speech. It is essential for a healthy society that 
the right for citizens to criticize its policies be cherished as part of our first 
amendment. The undermining of people's civil rights in my case, and in the 
case of others like me, demonstrate the misuse and abuse of the noble 
tradition of patriotism by the current American government. 


Cordially, 
James Ujaama 
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